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This Issue: Spring festival flyer,
Membership form with new lower
rates!!

Message from the Presiden

New Hampshire Association @
Asian Indians (NHAAI) has been ser
ing the Indian community in New
Hampshire for the last ten years. T
Association is a non-profit organizatig
and organizes educational, social, ¢
tural, and community service activitie
of interest to its members.

Last year, the Association orga
ized a spring festival at the Cathol
Student Center, Durham; a picnic
Elm Brook State Park, Contacook; a
Diwali festival at Notre Dame College
Manchester. The tentative schedule
the activities this year is as follows:

1. Spring Festival at the Lion
Club, Londonderry - Sunday March 28

2. Independence Day Picnic on S
urday August 14

3. Diwali on Saturday October 16.

In order to encourage children, W
are planning to give gifts to the childre
(high school and under) who would peg
form in the spring festival. We are als
planning to recognize the children
members who will graduate from hig
school this year by presenting them w
gift certificates at the picnic.

Besides, these activities, the Asg

ciation publishes a newsletter callg¢

Samaj Patra and maintains a web site
pubpages.unh.edu/~ptv/nhaai.html. T
web site contains information about t
Association, all the past issues of San
Patra, and links to other useful sites.

With effect from this year, we ar
reducing family membership dues
$15 and the life membership dues
$150. The one time payment of lif
membership dues would exempt vy
from the payment of any further men
bership dues. Please return the enclo
renewal form with your dues as soon
possible.

We appreciate your membership

the Association and look forward
fyour continued patrticipation in the a
“tivities of the Association. If you hav
any suggestions, please feel free to cd
enunicate those to any of the members
Nthe Executive Committee.
Ul Thank you very much and have
Sgreat year.
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"dAssociation calendar of
foevents

Tej Dhakar

s> 3.28.99 Spring Festival. See Flyer,
> 8. 14. 99 Picnic and General Body
AlMeeting -Place to be announced

> 10.16. 99 Diwali - Manchester
(Place and Date Tentative) Future issy

€of Samaj Patra will carry more details.
n

"NHAAI Address

o}
Of We request you to address all
pyour future correspondence to,
”ﬁHAAI, P.O. Box 3132, Manchester

H 03105.
O_
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Indian American Story

by S. Jayasankar, MD
e

ttoT he following has been adapted frg
e(%he Keynote Address by S. Jayasank
)uMD at the Seventh Annual Asian / P
1_ciﬁc Island Heritage Month celebration
S(iaré Boston onMay 28, 1998. Dr Jay-
asankar, an orthopaedic surgeon in

aﬁoston, is the current AAPI Secretary.

inWhy is the Indian immigration story|
oimportant?
C-Immigration is our nation and India is
e home to one sixth of the world. Distinc
nfrom other parts of Asia, its people havi
dfonds in race, culture and colonig
history.

aWhere do we comefrom?

The largest democracy in the world
secular India is made up of a little unde
a billion people which is close to fou
times our population, over 30 lan-
guages, 1,600 dialects and multitudes
customs and subcultures. From ancie
times, every religion and race has bee
represented. While Hinduism, Bud
dhism, Jainism and Sikhism were bor
in India, Jews were early settlers. S
Thomas brought Christianity in 52 A.D,
Zoroastrians from Persia made Indi
their home. India's Muslim population

eis the second largest in the world. Th
ancient to modern  synagogues
churches, mosques and temples, ofté
side by side, and the, distinctive prag
tices of each religion yet with an Indiar
unigueness, bear witness to the histo
and vibrancy of this assimilative and
brotherly people. With all this diver-
sity, and yes, with a due share of qua
rels, there is still an Indianness.

A much emulated peaceful ex{
ercise ended British colonialism 50
years ago. Over two centuries of Britis
dominance stifled economic progres|

lish language and the bureaucracy p
excellence. The French invented th
mierm, the British perfected the art an
aindia is the epitome!
a-
When and why did we start migrating?
Over the millennia, Indians
have, gone across the seas as traders,
tisans, laborers and conquerors. Mo
often, traders, explorers and conquero

but little else. The legacies are the Eng-
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came to India. Indians now reside
nearly every part of the world.

The first settlers came to th
U.S. with the Indian shipping trade 1
Salem, Massachusetts in the late 17Q
Some Indians were brought as indg
tured laborers to the East Coast 4
Pennsylvania in the 19th century a
the freed survivors, as the Salem s
tlers, assimilated into the local Africa
American community. In 1900, ther
were 2,050 Asian Indians in the U.S.
whom 500 were traders. This cons
tuted the first phase of immigration.

The second phase of immigr
tion lasted approximately the first 4
years of this century. Let me tell yg
Jaspal Singh's story. The characters
fictional but the events are based
facts. The British Land Law and th
famine of 1899 to 1902 had been ha
on his family's small farm in Jullundu
His uncle Surinder Singh and othe
served the British India Army. After af
tending,Queen Victoria's Jubilee
1897, they went to California throug
Canada. In 1910, at age 16, Jaspal
his teary-eyed bride of six months wi
the joint family and sailed to Hon
Kong where he stayed at the Sikh te
ple (gurudwara) and sailed on to Ca
fornia. He planned to return in sevs
years with enough money to redeem 1
mortgaged family land.

He was lucky not to be amon
the over 3,400 Indians denied entry
Angel Island, an ironic name for th
immigration facility in San Franciscg
more aptly known as "the bowl of tear
in contrast to Ellis Island then in Ne

York, now in New Jersey. The anij-the Indians received by far the most (
ttgent and severe curtailment. When thgearold daughter. He walked the stree

Indian riots of Bellingham and Evere
4 years earlier drove Indian lumb
workers across the border into an or
slightly less hostile Canada. The lur
beryards were afraid to hire Indian
Mobs prevented Indians from landing
Alaska. Many Indians had moved on
railroad construction jobs in California
The construction was completed
1909. Jaspal learned of agricultur
jobs in vegetable fields and orchards U
wanted by EuroAmericans. As a fie
hand the work was backbreaking, fro
4am - 9pm, all for the daily wage (¢
$1.20. He lived with other men fror
Punjab in a tent, with common cookin

irand limited facilities. This was his ne
family.

e Twenty Indians managed t
oenter the U.S. in 1903, 258 in 1904 a
0800 in 1906, mostly Sikhs (from th
nstate of Punjab). The discriminatig
ndias extreme and the "Great Whi
ndVvall" impenetrable: violent expulsio
etand riots, executive and judicial excl
nsion, defacto exclusion based on the t
esis that there is prejudice against thg
ofand hence they cannot get jobs while
tiprejudice was because they got jo
then legislative exclusion by the "Zon
a-Law" in 1917, deportation for allege
5sedition and under neutrality laws, pr|
uvention of rooting by "denaturalization
ard "white" American wives, loss of lan
pownership and lease under the 19
eCalifornia Alien Land Law (while
sAmericans had special land privileg
. in India), "denaturalizations" and deni
rof quotas by the 1924 Immigration Ag
- Indians were refer-red to as "the ind
npensable enemy." Their curtailment i
hcreased Mexican migrant labor.

left Boston was a far away and di
thferent world. Henry David Thoreal
j Ralph Waldo Emerson and others ha
mkeen interest in India. There were pég
liformances of plays such as "The Rajq
erDaughter.” Boston Brahmins were ju
hbeing bom.

Six-thousand four hundred In
gdians had been admitted during this ¢
atire period while 430,000 Chines
380,000 Japanese and 150,000 Filipir
, had entered the U.S. The Chinese &
5"Japanese imrnigrant groups faced sey
whardship, but many scholars believe tf

erAsiatic Exclusion League pressed for
Ifederal Indian Exclusion bill as &
nemergency in 1913 and relented so
son the other Asians, a mere 153 Indisg
nhad entered the U.S. in the first half
tahe year. The lack of British India
1. support for Indian Americans and th
inlack of Indian American militancy mad
athem the least powerful national grou
nthree thousand returned to India; 2,4
dremained in 1940 and dwindled f{
mL,500 by 1946. So much of rioting, e
fpulsion, exclusion, derooting, denat
nralization and land loss reduced the
gfew admitted to near extinction!

v
nor could he bring his wife to America.
o His friend Mool Singh, who became
nd).S. citizen along with Jaspal, wen
ehome to bring his wife and both of the

N dian passengers. Soon his wife die
u-He saved and bought land with hi
hdriends only to lose it under the 192(
2nCalifornia Alien Land Law. In time,
hdaspal met an Italian American bru
bgjette, Andrea, who looked Indian an
ethey wished to many. He soon realize
dthat if he married her she would los
eher citizenship. He learned of less for

d zenship because of being Indian, and
2kast one of them, Bagai, conunitted su

cide. Later, perhaps, Jaspal married
pdVlexican woman (as many Indian
alAmericans did) who raised their family,
t.as Spanish speaking Catholics leavin
slittle trace.
n- America needed a trusted
population in India to buttress our ef
f-forts against Japan in World War 11. A
I, small quota for immigration from India
0 was created in 1946 permitting, in the
araext 18 years, 12,000 Indians into th

Congressman in 1956 and served un
- he had a stroke in 1962.
2N- The Immigration Law PL
£,89-236 of 1965 allowed Indians to im-
namigrate in numbers equal to other cour
artties starting the Third Phase.
ere Venkat, a young engineer from
nd¥ladras came to Boston in 1970 with
irdream, leaving behind his wife and one

dooking for a job. He was over-educate
nand over-qualified, they told him. He
mthen got a job as a foreman by not dis
nelosing that he was an engineer. H
ofwife, with a masters degree, joined hin
sa year later and was willing to take on
eclerical job. Their second daughter wa
ebom soon. They struggled. Finally, h
pstarted work in engineering and she i
OBomputer systems. They are a close a
oloving family. His parents lived with
x-them. The children did their masters i
uspecialized fields and one married
s&uro-Amefican. They are involved in
Indian cultural activities and do much

nwere bar-red entry by the 1917 law.
teSteamships were refusing to take on In-
.

D

"tunate Indians who were stri ped of citit

h'd.S., constituting a transition phase.
stDalip Saund became the first Asian U.S.

Jaspal had not saved enough
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for their community. Something a
tempted something gained, a dreg
fulfilled!

This Indian immigration in
phase three, estimated at 500,000 (h
of whom have post graduate degre
while 15% of white Americans hay|
college degrees), is peerless in the I
tory of the U.S. and the world. Indig
Americans have demonstrated their p
pensity for hard work, perseverance, €
trepreneurship, high savings, fami
cohesion, eclecticism in culture and fr
interplay with other groups.
leled is the brain gain, the cultural gai
the people gain. It is not without swe
and blood, trials and tribulations
achievements and failures. Itis a sm
group, yet an important group. This u
precedented immigration defies histo
and predictions. No people ha
brought so much and no country h
given them so much.

This diaspora of nearly | mil
lion includes 26,000 physicians (1 in 2
of all physicians in the U.S.) and de
tists excelling in patient care, resear
and teaching, including many of worlg
renown right in our backyard in Bosto
40,000 engineers of various kinds, i
cluding in Boston, Bose of the Bog
speaker fame; 20,000 scientists w
Ph.D.s, including Dr. Khorana and th
late Dr. Chandrasekhar both Nobel I3

- sisting those that don't speak Englis
arorganizing free clinics in Detroit, Chi
cago and elsewhere; and through me
cal societies to improve the health a
alfell being of our citizens.
es It is natural, at times, for previ
e ous immigrants, now the natives, to h
idleve that this group is takin
nopportunities away from them. Educ
rotion is crucial to dispel the misgivings
2nfheir high rate of saving and inveg
yment creates capital growth, busing
e@xpansion and increased employme

Unparal-1t is a reasonable estimate that the | n

njion diaspora creates direct and spin-
aemployment for several millions makin
5,the national pie ever larger. | ju
alearned that in order to keep the ecq
n-omy humming, we need 65,000 info
rymation technology (IT) experts an
endia is supplying half of that!
as Immigrant physicians wer¢
much wanted, and today their patier
continue to need them and underser
2Careas depend on them; some in the g
nfession blame the immigrant physicia
clior a perceived surplus. There has be
I-spotty violence from bigotry or per
n;ceived threat - e.g. the "dot busters"
nNew Jersey. On reaching higher leve
emany face glass ceilings. The differe
tlrsounding names and appearances e\
ediscrimination: e.g. a second generati
uindian American bom and educated

reates; 2,000 professionals in law anthe U.S. is asked to send in his forei

finance; and countless that have de
cated themselves to teaching and
search. Nearly half of the group a
managers and professionals.

Their willingness to work hard fo
long hours using all family resources f
small margins and to assume risk h
let them survive and succeed in the v¢
demanding business of hotels and

dieducational credential verification to S

reMany second generation Indian Ame
cans face reverse discrimination in ¢

r lege and medical school admission.

pr The second generation has,

aand large, more than met the high ¢

aspring  have, mostly successfull

tels. They own construction, commurji-overcome the pressures from dual c

cations, engineering,
insurance, travel, grocery,
and clothing businesses. The estim
contribution to the GDP is several b
lion dollars. And during all this they
try and give back a little to the comm
nity - helping, advising many, role mog
eling for others; many physician
treating the less fortunate in the instit
tions - for the retarded, for the mental
ill, the prisons, the center cities and
the rural areas that lack physicians;

software,ture, high expectations, feeling an
restauraniooking different and discrimination

ethey seek advanced education and sk
I-in a wide variety of fields.

The group's aspirations ar
U-prayers are simple: Do your very be
I-and pray that opportunities will be blin

uare; cherish your family and the con
lymunity you live in,

in The beauty and strength of o
agsountry is in its dreams. Dreams th

sto who you are and merit only what you

- and sisters bring from distant shore
dAnd the bigger and better dreams th
néll this makes! And those that came tq
day join hands with those that came ye
+ terday and the day before to make th
edreams come true. It is an awesomn
y thought for me as | stand here today th
ad am a part of this great amalgam an
5.yet somehow distinct!
t
S
nDiwali Celebrations:

- The NHAAI celebrated the 1998
bfAnnual Diwali festival at Notre Dame
JCollege in Manchester, NH on Octobe
5110, 1998. The celebrations got off to
Ngrand start with a welcome address b
I"Dr. Tej Dhakar, President of the assg
dciation. This was followed by scintil-
lating dance performances by studen
? of the Triveni School of Dance in Kuch-
"®ipudi and Odissi style (choreographe

'efents of the Aangikam Dance Academ
of Nashua (choreographed by Jasmir
*©8hah). The highlight of the evening wa
~a spectacular light music performanc
Ohy Rama Karedla and Friends. Follow
Iﬁng the entertainment program, a lovel
Nbinner, catered by Gurnam Singh, w3
OkBrved. The program was well attende

iNuccess. We appreciate all those wh
OWolunteered to help out. Our sincer

Iformance. Our special thanks to Mast
Dhvatta for keeping the audience ente
tained with his wonderful rendition of

P¥he Ramayana.
X_

erpectations of the immigrants. Our off-Humor
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Contributed by Tej Dhakar

A college professor, who was previ

i |(gusly a sailor, was very aware that shif
are addressed as "she" and "her." H
doften wondered what gender compute
hould be addressed. To answer th

st

puter experts. The first was comprise
‘of women, and the second of men.Eaq
group was asked to recommend wheth

Jrcomputers should be referred to in th

a

n

Nina Gulati) and folk dances by stur

ORnd all in all, the function was a huge

) e thanks to the volunteers, and to the art-
raipplement his college appllcatlom'! ists who presented a very superior pe

dquestion, he set up two groups of com

{eminine gender, or the masculine gen-

hwe have and dreams that our brothers
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der. They were asked to give 4 reasons
for their recommendation.

The group of women reported that
the computers should be referred to|in
the masculine gender because:

In order to get their attention, ygu
have to turn them on.

They have a lot of data but are still
clueless.

They are supposed to help you solve
problems, but half the time they are the
problem.

As soon as you commit to one, you
realize that, if you had waited a little
longer you could have had a better
model.

The men, on the other hand cop-
cluded that computers should be
ferred to in the feminine gender
because:

No one but the Creator under-
stands their internal logic.

The native language they use
communicate with other computers
incomprehensible to everyone else.

Even your smallest mistakes are
stored in long-term memoryfor later
retrieval.

As soon as you make a commit-
ment to one, you find yourself spending-
half your paycheck on accessories for |t.

Membership Renewal:

It's time to renew your membef
ship! For your convenience, a member-
ship renewal form is attached.

The Editor or the Officers of the New
Hampshire Association of Asian Indians
are not responsible for the views or the
authenticity of any of the information in
the Samaj Patra. The information |i
only provided as a service to NHAAI

members, and readers are advised to|use
their discretion and verify al
information.
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Annual Picnic Photos from 1998
Contocook State Park







