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LUNCH – 12 Noon 

GENERAL BODY MEETING – 1 PM 

FUN AND GAMES – Rest of the time 

Park Admission 

$3 adult, $1 child 

Picnic Charge 

Members and Children under 5: Free 

Non-members: $5 per person 

Food   

This is a pot-luck picnic. All families are request ed to bring one food item to serve 12 
persons at the picnic. Others may bring a snack.  

Drinks, watermelon and samosas (sponsored by IANH F amily Group) will be provided. 

More Information 

About Park and Directions: http://www.nhstateparks.org/ParksPages/Kingston/Kingston.html 

Any changes in the picnic schedule due to inclement weather will be posted on the IANH website 
www.ianh.org as soon as possible. 

To join/ renew your IANH membership, please visit the IANH website www.ianh.org 

Any questions, please contact Vandana Dhakar at Membership@ianh.org or call 668-9028. 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Second Quarter Snapshots 

Prithvi Kumar, President 

Warm Greetings 

I thank you for participating at the General Body meeting 
and election of officers held on May 6.  I am pleased to 
report the highlights of our activities during the last three 
months. 

The new Executive committee met on Sunday June 4 and 
outlined strategies for the upcoming year.  Each 
committee will be staffed with two or more members of the 
Executive committee to help the committee chair in 
organizing activities.  I strongly encourage you to contact 
the committee chair and help us in improving the quality.   

We made significant improvements in communications 
with our members.  As you may have already noticed we 
started publishing biweekly ‘eNewsletter.’  This is intended 
to augment the quarterly Samaj Patra that will be mailed 
to our members.  The electronic newsletter sent to 
members via electronic mail disseminates information on 
IANH activities and community news.  I encourage you to 
submit news items of interest.   

Newsletter, Samaj Patra, and our website services will 
keep you up-to-date on our activities.  I thank Karthi 
Chandra for taking the lead in managing these web based 
services.   

I am pleased to inform you about the family and youth 
group activities during the last month.  The family group is 
intended to bring families with young children together and 
form a play group during summer.  This group had their 
first outing on June 17 at Charmingfare Farm in Candia 
where children enjoyed a beautiful day at the farm.  Many 
more trips are being planned.  Thanks to Maureen Byrnes 
who organized the play group.  We are working on 
providing exclusive communication services for this group. 

Thirteen children between the ages of 12 to 14 met on 
Saturday 24 June at the Nashua library.  This was a kick 
off meeting for the Youth Group in which they enjoyed 
discussing topics of mutual interest.  These youths are 
very enthusiastic about meeting frequently.  We are 

working on setting up an exclusive electronic media to 
facilitate communications between members of the group.   

IANH children make the headlines when it comes to 
education contests.  I congratulate Avinash Radakrishnan 
who represented the Middlesex County at the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee competition held on 31 May in 
Washington DC.  Fourteen children who participated in the 
2006 Education contests last March were invited to the 
2006 National Education Bee Finals organized by the 
North South Foundation in Chicago on August 27-28.  I 
wish them the best.   

We arranged a visit to the Goffstown Nursing Home on 
Saturday June 10 when children of IANH families 
entertained the senior citizens with cultural program.  

Health Fair was one of many highlights of the recently 
concluded Spring Festival on May 6 at the Merrimack High 
School.  Physicians from New Hampshire with the help 
from Indian Medical Association of New England (IMANE) 
offered basic health check up screens and answered 
health related questions.  I express my sincere thanks to 
Purnima Sangal MD of IMANE, Rajni Aneja MD, Bejoy 
Kundu MD, Ravi Luckoor MD, Ravindranath MD, Gautami 
Rao MD, and Babu Ramdev MD for helping us.  I also 
express my sincere thanks to Shoba Luckoor, Aparna 
Kundu, and Kanaga Epaphras for helping the physicians 
with paperwork.  We will be organizing health fair again 
next year.   

On Saturday June 11, volunteers of the Public Service 
Group cooked and served dinner at the Nashua soup 
kitchen to over seventy five homeless.  Dinner Service is 
one of our Public Service activities.  On Monday June 26, 
IANH officers net with Governor John Lynch and delivered 
a check for one thousand dollars donated to NH disaster 
relief fund.  This amount will go towards helping families 
right here in New Hampshire who were affected by the 
recent floods.  

Plans are underway to host the Diwali function in Nashua.  
We have many more activities planned between now and 
the Diwali function.  I request you to sign up for the 
electronic newsletter if you are not on the mailing list to 
stay informed.  There is always the IANH website from 
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which you can obtain up-to-date information on our 
activities. 

Best regards, 

Prithvi Kumar 
President 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

·  The next Youth Group meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday July 22 at Kumon Center, Nashua.  The 
meeting will start at 12:00 PM sharp. For more 
information, please contact Vandana Dhakar 
(dhakar@comcast.net) or Barinder Ahluwalia 
(publicservice@ianh.org). 

·  Annual Picnic on Saturday August 5, 2006 at Kingston 
State Park, Kingston, NH from 10 AM to 4 PM. Rain 
date is Sunday August 6, 2006. Any changes in the 
schedule due to inclement weather would be posted 
on the IANH website as soon as possible. For more 
information, please see the flyer in the Samaj Patra or 
contact Vandana Dhakar at membership@ianh.org.   

·  Next Family Group gathering will be held September 
16th, at 1:00 PM at the Lowell National Historical Park, 
in Lowell, MA. For more information, please visit 
(http://www.nps.gov/lowe/2002/loweweb/visiting/kids.h
tm) or contact Maureen Byrnes at 
byrnesme@charter.net. 

·  The Annual Diwali Function will be on October 14th, 
2006. Venue to be decided. For more information, 
please contact Sowmya Gopal at cultural@ianh.org.  

·  October Family Group gathering will take place at the 
Mariposa Museum, Peterborough, NH at 1:00 PM on 
Oct 21st. For more information, please visit 
(http://www.mariposamuseum.org/index.html) or 
contact Maureen Byrnes at byrnesme@charter.net. 

·  Education Bee Contest Workshop on Saturday 
November 18, 2006. Venue to be decided. For more 
information, please contact Thilak Radakrishnan at 
education@ianh.org.  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT  

Do You Want to Stay Informed? 

Prithvi Kumar, President 

We have made several improvements in communication 
services.  The association implemented electronic mail 
service called ‘eNewsletter’ to disseminate information in a 
timely manner on our activities, request for participation in 
cultural events, request for volunteers, and important 
community events.  This is in addition to the quarterly 
‘Samaj Patra.’ 

Electronic mail will be used to disseminate time sensitive 
information.  The electronic mail service is available for 
IANH official use only.  The ‘eNewsletter’ will be published 
biweekly to announce community events as well as 
selected community news items.   

The newsletter will be sent to current members whose 
Email addresses are on file.  Please inform Vandana 
Dhakar (membership@ianh.org) about any changes to 
your Email address.  I request you contact Karthi Chandra 
(webmaster@ianh.org) should you wish to unsubscribe.  
‘Samaj Patra’ will be sent through US mail to our current 
members.  I hope all these channels of communication will 
enable us to you informed.   

We encourage you to submit information on community 
events and news items of interest.  Guidelines for 
submitting community events are posted on the web site.   

Samaj Patra will include summary of our activities as well as 
‘Member news’ items including photographs.  I encourage 
submitting member news items to Dr. Tej Dhakar 
(secretary@ianh.org).   

The Executive committee approved publication of 
business and private announcements in the ‘eNewsletter.’  
A fixed rate of twenty five dollars will be charged for a 
quarter page private and business announcements.   

Please send your comments and suggestions to me 
(president@ianh.org) or Karthi Chandra 
(webmaster@ianh.org).   

IMPORTANT NEWS 

North South Foundation 2006 Education Bee 
Finals 
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The National Finals will be held at Northwestern 
University, Evanston, IL on August 26/27. The following 
who participated in the 2006 NH regional contests have 
been invited to participate in the National finals based on 
overall national cut-off averages. Kudos to all the 2006 
National invitees! We wish them the best.  

Please visit NSF website at www.northsouth.org for more 
information on 2006 National Finals. 
 

Name Contest 

Kasyap   Tenneti Junior Spelling Bee   

Nisha   Devasia Junior Spelling Bee   

Asish   Andhavarapu Senior Spelling Bee   

Anjithaa   Radakrishnan Senior Spelling Bee   

Lasya   Thilagar Senior Spelling Bee   

Vaibhav   Shrishail Senior Spelling Bee   

Varun   Palnati Junior Vocabulary Bee   

Mayank   Dubey Intermediate Vocabulary Bee   

Lasya   Thilagar Intermediate Vocabulary Bee   

Anish   Thilagar Intermediate Vocabulary Bee   

Kuhu   Wadhwa Math Bee Level 1   

Akash   Purohit Math Bee Level 1   

Nisha   Devasia Math Bee Level 1   

Anish   Thilagar Math Bee Level 2   

Rishita   Sanikommu Math Bee Level 2   




�����	��
�� � � � � �
����
������ � � � � �	���� �

Name Contest 

Aishwarya   Majumdar Math Bee Level 2   

Lasya   Thilagar Math Bee Level 3   

Anupa   Murali Math Bee Level 3   

Neeraj   Sirdeshmukh Senior Geography Bee   

RECENT EVENT 

Family Group Takes Off 

Maureen Byrnes, Coordinator 

Despite the heat, families gathered at the Brookdale Fruit 
Farm in Hollis, NH on Saturday July 15, 2006 to pick 
blueberries, raspberries and cherries! Much fun was had 
and it was a pleasure to meet new families at the farm. 
Many thanks to all those who turned out on such a warm 
day! This was the second gathering of the IANH Family 
Group, which was launched recently.  

IANH Family Group, held its first gathering on Saturday, 
June 17th, 2006. Three families met at the Charmingfare 
Farm, in Candia, NH to visit bears, camels, goats and a 
variety of wild animals! Hayrides and pony rides were the 
highlights of the day. Many thanks, to the families who 
attended such a fun event.  

 

In consideration of the annual picnic, there will not be a 
group gathering for August. The next gathering will be 
held September 16th, at 1:00 PM at the Lowell National 
Historical Park, in Lowell, MA 
(http://www.nps.gov/lowe/2002/loweweb/visiting/kids.htm). 
Children will be able to participate in the Junior Ranger 
activity, which when completed, earns them the title of 
Junior Ranger and an official badge! We hope to see you 
and your family there! Admission and activities are free. 

For October, the gathering will take place at the Mariposa 
Museum, Peterborough, NH at 1:00 PM on Oct 21st 
(http://www.mariposamuseum.org/index.html). If we can 
get a group of 8 or more persons to attend, an official tour 

can be organized at a discounted rate. This is a wonderful 
facility and gives the children a unique opportunity to 
explore the various cultures around the world.  

For further details, please contact Maureen at 
byrnesme@charter.net.  

RECENT EVENT 

IANH Donates for Governor's Disaster Relief 
Fund 

CONCORD, NH, (June 26, 2006)—The Executive 
Committee members of the India Association of New 
Hampshire (IANH) handed a check for $1,000 to Gov. 
John Lynch for the Governor's Disaster Relief fund. This 
amount will go towards helping families right here in New 
Hampshire who were affected in recent flooding.  

“There are many families in New Hampshire who have lost 
everything in recent floods.  This money will go a long way 
in helping those families” said Governor John Lynch 
during the presentation of the check by IANH Executive 
committee members.  The donation was from the 
Association’s public service fund, which is made up of the 
proceeds from various community events organized by the 
Association throughout the year. In the recent past, the 
Association has held a Diwali festival to celebrate the 
Indian festival of lights and a spring festival that saw 
cultural performances by children of the Indian-American 
community in New Hampshire.  

 

The Association has made other donations in recent times 
too such as for the tsunami in Asia and hurricane Katrina. 
As part of its public service function, the association 
makes donations to food banks in Nashua and 
Manchester, and performs voluntary cooking several times 
a year at local shelters. The Association has also put on 
cultural presentations to area senior centers, such as at 
the Goffstown senior center. 

Editor’s Note: A news item on this event was published in 
Nashua Telegraph on Monday July 10, 2006. 
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RECENT EVENT 

Youth Group Off to a Flying Start 

Nashua. Saturday June 24, 2006. 

The youth group meeting started off well.  Kala Kumar 
served as a moderator for the meeting that was held today 
at the Nashua Public Library on June 24. These meetings 
are intended to get our youth members together.  There 
were thirteen participants; the youngest was 12 years old. 
Every one had open discussions on topics of mutual 
interest. We received positive feedback; many suggested 
such meeting to be held once a week.  The next meeting 
is scheduled for Saturday July 22 at 12:00 Noon. Please 
contact Vandana Dhakar (dhakar@comcast.net) or 
Barinder Ahluwalia (publicservice@ianh.org) for details. 

RECENT EVENT 

IANH volunteers Served Dinner to Homeless 

Nashua, New Hampshire, June 11, 20006 

India Association of New Hampshire Public Service group 
volunteers visited the Nashua Soup kitchen on Saturday 
June 11. They cooked hot chili, salad, and rice and served 
to over 65 homeless guests. Shelter supplied the dessert 
and bread. The event was sponsored by Deepa Mangalat, 
Thilak Radakrishnan, Prasad Dabbi and Sudhakar 
Tadepalli, all members of the India Association.  

 

The volunteers were divided into two groups: cooking 
team and service team. The cooking team consisted of 
Deepa Mangalat and daughter Anjana, Barinder Ahluwalia 
and Thilak Radakrishnan. They began preparing the 
delicious dishes from scratch early in the morning. The hot 
meal was ready for service around 11:30 AM, when the 
service team took over.  Srinivas Andhavarapu and son 
Asish, Guru (Paramaguru Krishnan), Prasad Dabbi, Tej 
and Vandana Dhakar and Barinder Ahluwalia served the 
meal. 

Deepa’s daughter Anjana helped in making the salad and 
setting the tables.  She was so enthusiastic that she 
wanted to do this every week. Srinivas’s son Asish worked 
with gusto and helped in serving and cleaning afterward.  
One of the patrons, a software engineer, was very 
appreciative and announced to the guests that the Indian 

Association was serving the meal. The patrons clapped 
and thanked the Indian Association for the great effort and 
good meal. 

India Association Public Service group under the 
leadership of Barinder Ahluwalia organizes several public 
service activities to serve the homeless in the Greater 
Manchester and Nashua areas. Association members 
participate enthusiastically by donating their time and 
money to these activities.  

RECENT EVENT 

Indian-American Children Entertain Guests 
at Goffstown Nursing Home 

Goffstown, Hillsboro County, NH, June 10, 2006  

Children from the India Association of New Hampshire 
(IANH) entertained the guests at the Hillsborough County 
Nursing Home in Goffstown NH on Saturday June 10, 
2006.  The variety entertainment program included 
classical and folk dances from different regions of India. 
The staff at the Nursing Home made the arrangements 
needed to accommodate a large gathering of senior 
citizens who were a receptive and appreciative audience.  

 

Tej Dhakar welcomed the guests and said a few words 
about IANH. Sowmya, as the master of ceremonies, got 
the audience excited about each item by her interesting 
introductions. Anjana Mangalat opened the program with 
her delightful performance of "Nimbuda" which set the 
tone for the show. This was followed by Madhu Srisesh 
who performed a wonderful classical dance to the 
"Brahmam Okate" composition. Pragnya Iyengar and 
Anusha Gopal danced to a lively "Piya Piya". This was 
followed by Avinash Radakrishnan who entertained the 
audience with his keyboard rendition of "Uyirin Uyere". 
"Akh Ladiye" a spirited solo performance by Aamuktha 
Porika was followed by Varsha Gopal who danced to the 
popular Hindi song "Tu Cheez badi hai Mast".  "Rahathula 
Rahathula" was a feet tapping number by Anjithaa 
Radakrishnan. As the last item of the show Anusha Gopal 
and Varsha Gopal played "God Bless America" on their 
violin, which had the entire audience singing along with 
them.   
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Barinder Ahluwalia concluded the day’s events by wishing 
the senior citizens well and promising to be back next 
year. In the words of Barinder, "we brought a little 
sunshine to the Nursing home today". For more 
information and pictures of the visit, please visit 
www.iahn.org. 

RECENT EVENT 

Food, Entertainment and Health Fair Liven 
Up the Spring Festival 2006 

The India Association of New Hampshire held its annual 
Spring Festival event on Saturday May 6, 2006 at the 
Merrimack High School, in Merrimack, New Hampshire. 
Close to 350 people attended.  

The event began with a Kauthuvam on Lord Ganesha, 
performed by Shravani Balaji and choreographed by Neha 
Parikh. This was followed by solo vocals: “Gayatri 
Mantra,” by Karishma Manchanda; “Sriman Narayan,” a 
song in Bowli ragam, adi talam by Sneha Prasad; and “Itni 
Shakti hame dena data,” by Tarang Saluja.   

The next items in sequence were: “Folk Dance,” a Telugu 
folk dance by Aamuktha Porika; a solo dance from the 
ballet “Sleeping Beauty,” by Juhi Gupta; “Brahmam 
Okate,” a solo dance by Madhumitha Sriram; a Kuchipudi 
group dance by Aishwarya Ravi and Akashi Ravi; 
“Ghanshyam Sundara,” a song of Lord Krishna by 
students of Sandhya Sriram, Pragnya and Shivani with 
Ashish on flute; “Bhagyathalakshmi,” a solo vocal by Neha 
Lakshmi; “Alarippu,” a group dance by students of Sujatha 
Meyyappan, Jahnavi Raparthi, Keerthana Vellapan, Kuhu 
Wadhwa; “Thaye Yashoda,” a solo vocal by Meera Nair 
with Lekha Nair on the keyboard; and “Vara Veena,” a 
solo vocal by Janaki Ramchandran.  

Several dance items were next: “Right Here, Right Now,” 
a group dance choreographed by Amritha Mangalat was 
performed by Nitin Jain, Nishant Iyengar, Akshay  
Sundaram, Varsha Gopal, Sree Gopal, Tejaswi 
Sakhamuri, Harshita Janardan, Shreya Eapur, Smriti Rao, 
Shravani Balaji; A medley choreographed by Gayatri Tadi 
and performed by Mounika Talluri, Harika Talluri, Varsha 
Pagidi, Sahaja Surpaneni; “Piya Piya,” a dance 
choreographed by Neha Parikh and performed by Anjana 
Mangalat, Anusha Gopal, Anjithaa Radakrishnan, 
Anupama Rao, Ranjana Sundaram, Lahari Venuthurupalli, 
Yashashwini Moparthi, Meera Nair, Pragnya Iyengar, Ilina 
Shah; “Akh Ladiye,” a group dance by Kuhu Wadhwa, 
Amukta Porika; and “Murugan Kauthuvam,” a 
Bharatnatyam piece by Meera McKenna, Neha Bhatia, 
Poornima Patel.  

A mix of solo vocals and group dances followed: 
“Vaishnava Janatho,” solo vocal  by Anushya 
Raghuraman; “Kannada Bhava Geethe, ”a solo vocal by 
Prayuth Nadhuthota; “Kehna Hai Kya,” a group dance by   
Lasya Thilagar, Anju Balaji, Ambika Menon, Mahima 
Balraj choreographed by Neha Parikh; “Hari Hari Rama,” a 
solo vocal by Aishwarya Ravi; “Ethee rugananu,” a solo 
vocal by Bharadwaj Parakala; “Chaiyya Chaiyya,” a group 
dance by Meghna Chandra, Amritha Mangalat,  Lekha 

Nair, Saathvika Reddy choreographed by Neha Parikh; 
“Ye Kisna Hai, ”a group dance by Janki Patel, Krishna 
Patel, Poornima Patel, Tanvi Wattal, Anishi Shah, Reena 
Shah choreographed by Jasmine Shah; “Gopala Gopala, ” 
a group dance by Nisha Devasia, Ankita Devasia, Bhoomi 
Shah, Aditi Kulkarni, Shefali Mangtani, Tamana 
Aasarpotta, Sumanya Kumar, Shivani Patel, Saniya Singh 
choreographed by Jasmine Shah.   

Next in line were the following items: a Medley, a Telugu 
Basha & Rock, Roll group dance by Roshan Tadi, Kaushik 
Korrapty, Rishi Tadi, Vijay Balabhadrapatruni; “Tumse 
Milke,” group dance by Anisha Mistry, Ashruti Patel, 
Chahiti Asarpotta, Siddhi Salvi, Monica Gandhi, Tamanna 
Gandhi, Sarina Patel, Samta Patel choreographed  by 
Jasmine Shah; “A Colorful Medley,” a group dance by 
Aishwarya Agrawal, Anant Agrawal, Pooja Kher, Nihar 
Sheth, Moova Vangapalli, Maanas Nukala; “Maiyya 
Yashoda,” a group dance by Pradhi Patel, Avni Agrawal, 
Meera Patel, Nidhi Bhagat, Alisha Patel choreographed by 
Jasmine Shah; “Rahathula Rahathula,” a solo dance by 
Anjithaa Radakrishnan, choreographed by Sheetal 
Bhuvanendra; “Chori Chori,” a group dance by Aayushi 
Patel, Maya Dave, Sama Kadakia, Sesha Kadakia, Janki 
Patel, Niti Patel, Vibhuti Patel,  Pooja Malvia  
choreographed  by Jasmine Shah; “Nach Baliye,” a group 
dance by Shyna Patel, Rajal Schrubb, Reena Schrubb, 
Nikita Yarram, Nikita Sachdev, Sateja Paradkay, Saniya 
Shah, Alisha Shah   choreographed by Jasmine Shah; 
“Phoolse Hum Hasna Sikhe,” a group vocal sung by   
Janani, Ashi, Pooja, Ilina, Niel, Rahul, Mayank; “Suraj ki 
Garmi se,” a group vocal by Pankhuri, Ishita, Kritika, 
Amrita;  “Ayo Re Ritu,” a group vocal by Pankhuri, Ishita, 
Kritika, Amrita;  “Venello Adapilla,” a group dance by 
Spandana Parakala, Manasa Parakala, Pranathi Khaki, 
Sahiti Surapaneni; “Aarabhi Manam,” a solo vocal by Uma 
Sankar; “Pukarta Chala Hoon Main,” a solo vocal by 
Sankar; “Barase Badariya Sawan Ki,” a group vocal by 
Jyoti Sharma, Swati Nawathe, Vibha Bhatia; “Cultural 
Dance,” a group dance by Padma Parakala, Satya 
Parakala, Babitha Tadi, Padmanjali Khaki, Rupaali, 
Kavitha Khaki, Swathi Voora, Prakash Venthurapalli, 
celebrating Ugadi Uthsavam; “Ye dil diwana,“ a solo vocal 
by Rajesh Saluja; and “Kajrare,” a group dance by 
Manasa Parakala, Spandana Parakala, Lahari 
Venthurupalli.  

This year’s event was marked by participation by Saheli, a 
non-profit organization; a medical camp organized by 
physicians from NH and Massachusetts representing the 
Indian Medical Association of New England (IMANE); 
members of the NH Dental group, and a booth manned by 
volunteers from South Asian Marrow Registry (SAMAR) 
the bone marrow registry.  This is the first instance when a 
medical clinic was held to benefit the Indian American 
Community in NH Literatures on nutrition, domestic 
violence, and oral hygiene was distributed to the 
attendees.  Dr. Ramdev of seacoast said, “This is the 
beginning of much more to follow.  I will try to bring in 
volunteers from my hospital and add many more 
services.”    
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The food court vendors Gurnam Catering and Nala Foods 
served mouth watering home cooked dishes from the 
North and the South India.  Then there were Mehendhi, 
sale of clothing by Pardesi Fashions and Shilpa Desai, 
and display of investment products from Morgan Stanley 
represented by Mohan Giri.    

The function concluded with a speech by Sen. Martel and 
Rep. Bea Francour.  Sen. Martel and Rep. Francour 
distributed prizes to winners at the Education contests 
held on March 19 and 25th.  Additionally, trophies were 
awarded to Anjithaa Radakrishnan for securing the first 
rank at the contest held by the North-South Foundation 
last August, and Avvinash Radakrishnan for winning the 
first place in the 2006 Northern Middlesex Spelling Bee 
competition.    

Senator Martel said that he was happy to be with the 
Indian American community at the Spring Festival.  He 
praised the fine entertainment program that included a 
variety of Indian dance and music. He quickly learnt how 
to greet with folded hands and was seen greeting 
everyone he met the Indian way. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

Nina Bardwaj Casaverde, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

 

Specialized in the dental care of children 
with a genuine, personalized approach. 

Now accepting new patients! 
 

Lindner Dental Associates, P.C. 
72 S. River Road 

Bedford, NH 
603-624-3900 

www.lindnerdental.com 
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MEMBER NEWS 

·  Suparna Chandra  daughter of Karthi and Mohan 
Chandra graduated magna cum laude from Boston 
University in May 06. She majored in Biochemistry 
and Molecular biology and was inducted into Phi Beta 
Kappa a national honor society. She will be attending 
Dartmouth Medical School in August 2006. 
Congratulations, Suparna! 

·  IANH members Manish and Aparajita  Manchanda 
have been blessed with a son (Akshay). They already 
have a daughter Karishma, who performed at the 
2006 Spring Festival. 

·  IANH member, Venu Rao  has been appointed to the 
Hollis School Board. He retired recently from BAE 
Systems, where he was working as systems project 
manager. Congratulations and Best Wishes, Venu! 

·  Reena A. Ruwala  has been promoted to officer at the 
TD Banknorth New Hampshire branch at 300 Main 
Street in Nashua. In her role as Customer Sales and 
Service Manager, she will continue to manage branch 
operations and sales, and develop retail business 
such as deposit accounts, consumer loans and 
residential mortgages. 

A Nashua resident, Ruwala is active in local schools, 
teaching cultural language to third-grade children and 
speaking to students at Pennichuk Middle School 
about banking careers. Fluent in six languages, she is 
a 1989 graduate of Bhavans College of Commerce in 
Mumbai, India. 

 

MEMBER PROFILE 

IANH Life Member Maureen Byrnes 

Maureen Byrnes, along with her husband Hans and son 
Ravi are life members of IANH, currently residing in 
Brookline, NH. Recently, together with the support of 
IANH, she formed the Family Group, which held its first 
gathering in June 2006 at the Charmingfare Farm. 

Maureen is the US-born daughter to Irish immigrants, who 
made the decision to relocate to Ireland when she was 
seven years of age. It was there she remained throughout 
her childhood and college years. Maureen returned to the 
US to pursue a career in Social Work and met her 
husband Hans, a Software Engineer. They moved to NH 
ten years ago and have settled here. Ready for a change, 

Maureen trained to become a licensed massage therapist 
and operated her own business, Solas Massage Therapy 
in Hollis for four years. She then chose to remain at home 
when the time came to begin a family. 

 
Maureen with her adopted son Ravi 

Their decision to become part of IANH was prompted by 
the adoption of their eldest son Ravi, originally from Pune. 
Being an adoptee herself, Maureen is deeply aware of the 
importance of maintaining the connection with one’s 
heritage and homeland. Friends had invited the family to 
various IANH events and it was here that they felt 
welcomed and involved. Now, they await the arrival of 
their second child, a little man named Vinayak, who is also 
from Pune. The joy of parenting two wonderful boys is 
only heightened by the acceptance and warmth that they 
receive from the community they have joined and friends 
they’ve made through IANH.  

During her free time, Maureen’s personal interests include 
reading (she would love to see the formation of an IANH 
book club), painting, traveling and promoting awareness 
for the issues of international and trans-racial adoption. 
She shares a love for Hindi films and Bhangra 
music/dancing with Ravi. 

With a desire to meet other parents of young children, 
Maureen approached the IANH committee regarding the 
possibility of developing a group. The idea was met with 
support and enthusiasm and the group soon came to 
fruition. Although still in its early stage, families have taken 
a keen interest and it is hoped that the group will continue 
to grow over time. A variety of venues have been located 
for the summer months, but there are plans to continue 
the group throughout the year. Check out the Calendar of 
Events and the feature “Family Group Takes Off” in the 
Samaj Patra for more information. 




�����	��
�� � � � � �
����
������ � � � � �	����!�

Editor’s Note: In a short span of time, since she joined 
IANH, Maureen has taken tremendous interest in IANH 
activities. She came up with the idea of forming a “Family 
Group” to bring IANH children together and has carried it 
to fruition.  

YOUTH MEMBER PROFILE 

IANH Youth Member Madhumitha Sriram  

At just 6 years of age, Madhumitha Sriram, is a Gold 
Medalist in the Starbound National Tap Dance 
Competitions held in April 2006. This is the first time that 
Portsmouth Ballet School (PSB) brought in the younger 
group for competitions at the National level and Madhu is 
the youngest of the group that has won the gold medals 
for the school. Ms. Kristein Sampson, director of PSB 
found the talent in Madhu and encouraged her to go in for 
the competitions.  

While ballet involves technique, Tap dance is very fast. It's 
not very easy to do both simultaneously without confusing 
the steps at this early age. Madhumitha was given the role 
of Tin man (see the picture) for her Tap Dance National 
competitions. It was a group dance for the song "Ease on 
Down" in which others played the roles of a scarecrow, 
Lion, Dorothy and Glenda. Madhumitha was so focused in 
her dance that she wore the sticky make-up and silky not-
so-comfortable costume of Tin man for hours without 
complaining.  

 

Madhumitha Sriram started learning ballet and tap dance 
at the age of 3. She has an open ear for music and dance 
and is currently learning piano and Bharatanatyam too. 
Besides her interest in music and dance, she is a bright 
student scoring above 95% in all her subjects in the first 
grade. “Hard work, sincerity, dedication, and 
encouragement from the teachers has helped her achieve 
this at this early age of 6”, say her  parents Sriram and 
Rama. 

Madhumitha gave a delightful performance recently at the 
IANH cultural presentation to seniors at the Goffstown 
nursing home. While talking about her Medals Madhu 
says, "I like my Medals. It's nice that I got them and I am 
very happy about it." IANH congratulates Madhumitha and 
her parents!  

Editor’s Note: This is a new column. It will feature a youth 
member of IANH from amongst those who volunteer their 
time to IANH activities. 

MEMBER POETRY 

Ego 

Bala Raghunath, IANH Member 
 

The ego's lasso trips 
The gusty gallop of joy. 
Its unbridled urge clips 

The dainty demeanor of 'coy'. 
 

A lulled impression of royalty 
It bequeaths to tempt our trust. 
The hallowed wreaths of loyalty 

It shrivels to fan our lust. 
 

Dousing the warmth of happiness 
To pursue a self-defeating quest: 

It fashions the tone of fairness 
To fetter fraternity's espoused interest. 

PUBLIC SERVICE CORNER 

IANH’s Multi-Faceted Community Service  

Barinder Ahluwalia, Chair, Public Service 

Public Service had been busy since the Spring Festival. 
We cooked at Nashua Soup kitchen (NSK) on June 11. 
We cooked hot chili, salad, and rice and served to over 65 
homeless guests. We cooked again on July 16 at NSK 
upon their request. NSK has no coverage on Sundays and 
is strictly dependent on volunteers for cooking and 
serving.     

Public Service recently donated $1000 to NH disaster 
relief fund.  This amount will go towards helping families 
right here in New Hampshire who were affected by the 
recent floods. We have also pledged a cash donation of 
$200 each toward the food pantry at Nashua and 
Manchester Soup Kitchens during the summer. 

Our much-appreciated children’s yearly entertainment 
program at the Goffstown Nursing Home was held on 
Saturday June 10. There the children entertained senior 
citizens with music and dance.  

Public Service is also branching out to have some informal 
seminars or talks with guest speakers under the Family 
Connection.  The purpose of these talks is to raise 
awareness of social issues in our community.  The 
organization hopes that these services will foster greater 
friendship and connections within our community.   

As part of the Family Connection, we have started a Youth 
Group for teenagers who met on June 24 at the Nashua 
Library for their first meeting.  The children enjoyed it so 
much that they want to meet at least once a month.  Our 
next meeting will be on July 22 at Kumon Center. Our 
hope is to have more youth involvement in the Association 
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and thus let them learn more about our culture, while 
bringing new insights and ideas to the association. 

Do not hesitate to contact any of our executive members 
or e-mail me at PublicService@ianh.org with your 
comments or suggestions. Get involved, meet new 
people, and find something that you might be interested 
in! 

Public service and any of its programs are all dependent 
on your support. We are always looking for volunteers and 
donations.  The Soup Kitchen cost runs between $200 
and $250. You can always sponsor as part of a group. 
Your contribution is tax-deductible and can be sent to 
IANH-Public Service fund, P.O. Box 3132, Manchester, 
NH 03105 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

IANH Welcomes New Members 

Vandana Dhakar, Chair, IANH Membership Committee 

We welcome the following new members who have 
recently joined the Association: 

�  Medha & Rajendra Bala 
�  Prabha & Narendra Bansal 
�  Vibha & Pankaj Bhatia 
�  Braj & Bandana Brajesh 
�  Ujjal & Lopamudra Chakraborty 
�  Sunitha & Sampath Chaparala 
�  Srinivasa Rao & Srilatha Cherukuri 
�  Manish & Amita Gupta 
�  Shrikant & Chhaya Hosur 
�  Balaji & Vidya Iyengar 
�  Ramya & Paramaguru Krishnan 
�  Sushil & Swati Kulkarni 
�  Ravi & Shobha Luckoor 
�  Sonit & Preeti Mahey 
�  Anju McCanna 
�  Munuswamy & Tamilselvi Mohan 
�  Ashok & Parvathi Narra 
�  Sathish & Vijalakshi Natarajan 
�  Venkat & Monolisa Padala 
�  Venkat & Yogitha Pagidi 
�  Bharat & Surya Panchal 
�  Tapan & Renita Patel 
�  Dipa & Sonik Patel 
�  Kumud & Navin Patel 
�  Bejoy & Jennifer Pereira 
�  Venkata & Vardhani Pinninti 
�  Kaki & Kavitha Raghuram 
�  Rajagopalan & Rama Raghuraman 
�  Rupa & Jigar Raja 
�  Revathi & Shankar Sankaranarayanan 
�  Sameer & Leena Singhal 
�  Rammohan & Aruna Vangapalli 
�  Rama & Vijayashree Vangavolu 
�  Swathi & Mohan Voora 
�  Vandana & Shashank Wekhande 
�  Ram & Vasanthi Yamasani 

In addition to the new members, 24 members have 
renewed their memberships for 2006 over the last three 

months. If you have not yet renewed your membership for 
2006, we strongly encourage you to do so. If you are 
unsure of the status of your membership, please send an 
email to Vandana Dhakar at membership@ianh.org.  

As a member of the Association you would continue to 
receive the Samaj Patra and eNewsletter as well as 
discounts at various events organized by IANH throughout 
the year.  

For renewal/new membership, please send a check 
payable to IANH with the annual dues ($10 single, $15 
family) to Vandana Dhakar, 20 Chad Road, Manchester, 
NH 03104. Please consider a life membership for $150 
with no more dues to pay ever.  

If you have any questions or would like to help in 
organizing various membership activities, contact me at 
dhakar@membership.com.     

WEBMASTER’S CORNER 

IANH Website Getting Better All the Time 

Karthi Chandra, Web Master 

Our website continues to grow with the activities of our 
association. We have Cultural, Education, Public Service, 
Public Relations and Membership committees and their 
activities are listed in the website. In addition we have two 
groups which have evolved in the past few months – 
Youth Group and Family Play Group. Their activities are 
listed as well. The website also has archives of our 
previous editions of Samaj Patra We have started mailing 
bi weekly eNewsletters to our members with information 
about IANH announcements, web updates and local 
community events from non profits. If any commercial for 
profit organization would like to advertise in our 
eNewsletters, they may do so for a fee of $ 25.  

We also offer e-brochures to the community for those who 
would like to have a simple web page to advertise their 
business. We have also set up a new section called 
Classifieds Ads. The rate for these advertisements is $ 65 
for non-members and $ 50 for members. The web page 
will be on our site for a year unless the advertiser would 
like to withdraw their listing. The single rates for e-
Brochure and Classified Ads would be $ 65 for non-
members and $50 for members. Please contact 
webmaster@ianh.org if you would like to advertise your 
business. 

Do visit our website http://www.ianh.org periodically to 
view the latest happenings in the IANH member 
community. 

ADVERTISING / PROMOTION OPPORTUNITIES 

We invite you to advertise/ promote your business through 
IANH Samaj Patra, Function Guides, Tables at Functions 
and e-Brochures. Please see the rate tables on the next 
page. For more information, please contact Prithvi Kumar 
603-472-5835 (president@ianh.org)or Tej Dhakar 603-
668-9028 (secretary@ianh.org). 
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