India Association of New Hampshire
PO Box 3132
Manchester, NH 03105

2007 IANH DIWALI Festival
At Nashua High School North

10 Chuck Druding Drive
Nashua, NH

On Saturday, October 27, 2007
4:00 PM3 11:00PM
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Diwali 2007 - The festival of lights

Grand Cultural Program, Snacks, Dinner, and Dandiya
DJ i Ravi Singh
Date: Saturday, October 27, 4 p.m.to 11 p.m.

Cultural Program: 4 p.m. Seating begins at 3.30 p.m
Social Hour: 7.30 to 8:30 p.m. Dandiya :8:30 p.m.

Venue: Nashua High School North, 10 Chuck Druding Drive, Nashua NH

General Admission: IANH Members - $5; Non members - $10; Children under
5free . Admission includes Entertainment an d Dandiya
Food Court will be open at 4:30 PM for snacks and dinner sale s

This culturaleventwill be heldin the Nashua High School North auditorium wateeatingcapacity offive
hundred.The Dinner and Dandiya will be held in tbafeteria Limited nunber of Dandiya sticks will be
available for use. There will keerefundable deposit of $5for a pair ofDandiyasticks

For more details callVandana Dhakaat (603) 668 9028rdUsha Dwaraknathat cultural@ianh.org
Directions
From Massachusetts/South: - US - 3 North

1 Take Exit #6 Rte. 130 toward Hollis/Nashua
9 Turn left on Broad Street (1.6 miles)
1 Atrotary go around 2 70°.  School will be in front of you

From Manchester/North: - US - 3 South

i Take Exit #6 Rte. 130 toward Hollis/Nashua
1 Turn right on Broad Street (1.6 miles)
1 Atrotary go around 270°. School will be in front of you
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INDIA ASSOCIATION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
P. O. Box 3132, Manchester NH 03105
Website: http://www.ianh.org

damaj Patra

2007Fall Edition
Editor: Tej Dhakar
Associate Editor:
Manish Manchanda

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
Update on IANH Activities and Initiatives

Warm Greetings

IANH activities continued through the summer months
with Public Service, Youth Group, and Picnic taking up
center stage.

Over fifteen volunteers including IANH youth group
members participated in the lunch service activities on
June 17 and July 15. The number of volunteers for soup
kitchen service has been steadily increasing and we are
now into the double digits. Additionally, there has been an
increase in the number of sponsorships for the service
activities. | express my si
Saloon of Nashua who sponsored the June 17" event and
Puneetha Palakurthy for sponsoring the September 16™
lunch service. Public Service committee held its meeting
on August 30" when a number of new activities were
discussed. We will keep you informed of these as they
mature.

We added the Immigration Corner to the Samaj Patra
starting this fall. We felt it is important to keep you
informed on all matters concerning immigration,
citizenship, and adoption. Ambassador Bruno, who
practices Immigration Law in New Hampshire, has offered
to answer your questions through Samaj Patra. We also
scheduled an Immigration Clinic on Sunday October 7,
when many IANH members listened to Ambassador Bruno
speak about the recent immigration changes and asked
guestions.

Ambassador Bruno was the keynote speaker at the picnic.
We were pleased to hear him mention that IANH
demonstrated leadership and set standards for other non-
profit organizations in the region who emulated these
principles. We will continue to excel in our goals each
year.

The Executive Committee appointed Puneetha as an
Executive Member. The committee also appointed me as
an interim chair of the Education Committee replacing
Thilak Radakrishnan who resigned her position. | express
my sincere thanks to Thilak for her contribution to the NH
Education Bee. Preparations for Diwali function are

underway. | look forward to seeing you at the Diwali
function.

Wish you a happy festival season.

UPCOMING EVENT

Diwali Festival and Dandiya on Saturday
October 27, 2007

Usha Dwarkanath, Chair, Cultural Committee

Diwali Festival and Dandiya will be held at Nashua High
School North on Satwurday
event attracted a record crowd more than 600. We hope to
repeat this feat again this year. ~

hcere thanks to Rashdads I
Please see the flyer in the Samaj Patra for more details. If

you have any questions or would like to help in organizing
cultural activities, please contact me at cultural@ianh.org.

Sponsorship Opportunities at the 2007 Diwali
Festival

Tej Dhakar, Secretary

Diwali is the biggest event of the year for the Association.
It is also a showcase of the finest talent of the Indian-
American community. Last year, almost 600 people
attended the Diwali festival. On this occasion, we have a
few sponsorships available on a first-come-first-served
basis.

As a sponsor, you will be recognized at the festival
through poster display and stage announcements. We will
publish a Happy Diwali message from you for free in the
function guide. You will also receive four free tickets to the
festival. Your sponsorship will make the joyous Diwali
festival even more joyous for the NH Indian community. If
you would like to sponsor any of the following, please
contact Dr. Tej Dhakar secretary@ianh.org as soon as
possible:

1. General Sponsor (maximum ten) $100
2. Function Guide (one) $200
3. Cultural Program (one) $500
4. Grand Sponsor (one) $1000

Octo

Beauty
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UPCOMING EVENT (Intermediate and Junior), Math Bee (levels 1, 2, and 3),
] . and Public Speaking. Geography bee will not be offered
IANH to Offer Free Classes in partnership this time. We will keep you informed of the details.

with SAHELI (Boston) We are making preparations to host a workshop in Math
Puneetha Palakurthi on Saturday January 26" at Kumon Center in Nashua. |

will keep you informed through our Email distribution.
IANH is pleased to announce the kick off of an initiative Py g

focusing on provision of skill building opportunities for We are looking for volunteers to help us with
women and elderly persons who want to transform their administration and technical duties like Judging,
lives. The primary focus of this initiative is to raise Tabulation, and Class Room help. Please contact me at
awareness, provide employable and social skills, and president@ianh.orgi f youdre interested
create a safe and secure networking environment. To that your time.
effect we are offering cost-free training sessions on the
campus of Southern New Hampgp CALENDAR OF IANH EVENTS 2007
Center. These sessions will be from 8:00 am i 2:00 pm on _ _ )
Saturdays. The sessions will focus on computer literacy T Lunch Service (Cooking and Serving) at Nashua
and use of the Internet; English communication skills; and Soup Kitchen on Sunday October 21. If you would like
immigration/naturalization documentation support. During to volunteer for this service, please contact Barinder
the immigration/ naturalization documentation support Ahluwalia at PublicService@ianh.org.
session, IANH_voant_eers will _help in filling out the forms to T Annual Diwali Festival and Dandiya from 4 to 11
the best of their abilities but will not be providing any legal PM on Saturday October 27, 2007 at Nashua High
advice. School North. For more informaiton, please see the

SCHEDULE OF TRAININGS/RESOURCE PERSONS flyer in the Samaj Patra. If you have any questions,
DATE/DAY 8- 10 AM 10:15 -12:15 PM 12:157 2:00 PM p|ease contact USha Dwarakanath at

(ENGLISH) (COMPUTERS) (IMMIGRATION/ .
NETWORKING) cultural@ianh.org.
NOV 10 GEETA MEETA RAMESH/PUNEETHA i )
NOV 17 DEEPA/ HANS RAMESH 1 Lunch Service (Serving only) at Manchester Soup
MAUREEN Kitchen on Saturday November 10 from 3:45 to 6:00

DEC 1 MAUREEN HANS PUNEETHA . . .
DEC 8 VEETA IASMINE WMAUREEN PM. If you would like to volunteer for this service,
DEC 15 GEETA JASMINE PUNEETHA please contact Barinder Ahluwalia at

PublicService@ianh.org.

Pre-registration is not required but is recommended to 1
ensure a space in the class. For details about the
schedule of courses and pre-registration or if you have
any questions, please contact Barinder Ahluwalia at
publicservice@ianh.org or Puneetha Palakurthi at
puneethasagar@yahoo.com.

Note:SNHUOG6s Nashua Ce ns5d6eAmherss |
Street, Nashua, NH 03063, Phone: 603-881-8393.
Ambherst Street is Route 101

Youth Group meeting on November 10 or 11 (to be
decided). For more information, please contact
Pratheek Kalyanapu at
pratheek_kalyanapu@yahoo.com Barinder Ahluwalia
at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa Mangalat at
dmangalat@comcast.net.

Oﬂc a}:}eg(ﬂassaeé on November 10, November 17,
December 1, December 8, and December 15 at
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) Nashua

Note: To the best of our knowledge, there is a Nashua Center located at 546 Amherst Street, Nashua.

Transit Route 2 bus that goes down Amherst Street. It

stops near the SNHU Nashua Center. The fare for an

adult is $1.

8:00 - 10:00 English as a second language

10:15 - 12:15 Basic computer

12:15 - 2:00 Immigration help with filling out forms and
networking

UPCOMING EVENT

. . 1 Book Club meeting at 7 PM on Friday November 16,
2008 Bee Season is Fast Approaching 2007 and the book is Ten Thousand Miles Without A
Cloud by Sun Shuyun. See IANH Book Club Corner
for more details or contact Barinder Ahluwalia at 4721
It is not too early to think about the education contests 4882 or Barinder@aol.com.
scheduled for Saturday March 22"™ and 29" 2008 at a
venue to be determined. The 2008 Education Bee team
will include Dr. Tej Dhakar and Dr. Puneetha Palakurthy.
We will soon be identifying the Technical Team. The
registration is expected to open sometime in January. | will
keep you posted on this.

We will offer Spelling Bee (Junior and Senior), Vocabulary | T Youth Group meeting on Saturday December 8. For
Bee (Intermediate and Junior), Essay Writing more information, please contact Pratheek Kalyanapu

Prithvi Kumar, NH Regional Coordinator

1 Lunch Service (Cooking and Serving) at
Manchester Soup Kitchen on Saturday December 8
from 10 AM to 6 PM. If you would like to volunteer for
this service, please contact Barinder Ahluwalia at
PublicService@ianh.org.
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SAMAJ PATRA

at pratheek_kalyanapu@yahoo.com Barinder
Ahluwalia at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa
Mangalat at dmangalat@comcast.net.

Lunch Service (Cooking and Serving) at Nashua
Soup Kitchen on Sunday December 16. If you would
like to volunteer for this service, please contact
Barinder Ahluwalia at PublicService@ianh.org.

Angel Tree Project in December 2007. For more
information, please contact Barinder Ahluwalia at
PublicService@ianh.org.

CALENDAR OF IANH EVENTS 2008

Youth Group meeting on Saturday January 19. For
more information, please contact Pratheek Kalyanapu
at pratheek_kalyanapu@yahoo.com Barinder
Ahluwalia at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa
Mangalat at dmangalat@comcast.net.

Education Bee Workshop in Math on Saturday
January 26, 2007. For more information, please
contact Prithvi Kumar at president@ianh.org.

Youth Group meeting on Friday February 8. For more
information, please contact Pratheek Kalyanapu at
pratheek kalyanapu@yahoo.com Barinder Ahluwalia
at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa Mangalat at
dmangalat@comcast.net.

Annual Entertainment Fundraiser on Saturday,
February 17, 2008 (tentative). For more information,
please contact Usha Dwarakanath at
cultural@ianh.org.

2008 NH Regional Education Bee Contest will be
held on Saturday, March 22 and March 29, 2008
(tentative). For more information, please contact
Prithvi Kumar at president@ianh.org..

Youth Group meeting on Friday March 28. For more
information, please contact Pratheek Kalyanapu at
pratheek kalyanapu@yahoo.com Barinder Ahluwalia
at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa Mangalat at
dmangalat@comcast.net.

Entertainment program at Arbors of Bedford
(assisted nursing home) in April 2008. For more
information, please contact Barinder Ahluwalia at
PublicService@ianh.org.

Youth Group meeting on Friday April 12. For more
information, please contact Pratheek Kalyanapu at
pratheek kalyanapu@yahoo.com Barinder Ahluwalia
at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa Mangalat at
dmangalat@comcast.net.

2008 Annual Spring Festival on Saturday May 10,
2008 (tentative). For more information, please contact
Usha Dwarakanath at cultural@ianh.org.

Youth Group meeting on Friday May 25. For more
information, please contact Pratheek Kalyanapu at
pratheek_kalyanapu@yahoo.com Barinder Ahluwalia
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at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa Mangalat at
dmangalat@comcast.net.

Note: Please visit www.ianh.org for updated information
on these and other activities.

APPEAL
A New Way to Celebrate Birthdays

Barinder Ahluvalia

One IANH member came to help out for cooking and
serving at Nashua Soup Kitchen recently. She didn't
know what to expect and invited her son and her sister's
family along. After they were done, their family including
one of the youth group members were so moved that they
decided to sponsor the cooking expenses for their family
birthdays from then on. Hers i s tfamilydives in MA and
are not even part of IANH felt but they felt very fulfilled
doing i s e .vAafamily member commented, "This is the
way | would like to celebrate the family birthdays in the
future". The whole experience of adults and children
cooking and serving at the homeless shelter as part of the
birthday celebrations gives a whole new meaning to the
fBirthday Partyd This is the kind of experience their
children will remember and | am sure they will pass on to
the next generation.

APPEAL

Volunteering Opportunity for Executives
(Serving or Retired)

Venu Rao, IANH Life Member

SCORE is a non-profit, operating under a charter of

the U.S Small Business Administration and staffed

with volunteers. Currently, they are sixty men and women
with business experience who are interested in counseling
small businesses to help them through startup and
ongoing business problems. Their clients are mostly small
businesses who need help understanding bookkeeping,
sales and marketing, general management and legal
issues. They have offices in Manchester, Concord and
Nashua although we sometimes meet with clients in
libraries and coffee shops when that is more convenient.
Their members range from former CEOs, to former
managers, who consider SCORE a wonderful way to give
back to the community.

They are interested in retired executives from Indian
community who might be interested in volunteering for
SCORE. If you are interested in volunteering, please
contact Randy Roody at randyroody@comcast.net. For
more details, please visit their website at www.score-

manchester.org.
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FOR IANH YOUTH MEMBERS IANH NEWS
Credit for Volunteer Work IANH-SAHELI (Boston) Partnership in the
Works

Prithvi Kumar, President

IANH values the volunteer work. Students in High School
can begin earning volunteer credits through participation
in IANH activities. We will issue a certificate after
completing a milestone like 50, 100, or 150 hours. Thirty
three youth group members received certificates at the
Spring Festival last spring. Please note a four-hour service
for a period of two years will earn enough credit to obtain
a certificate. These credits will be useful when applying
for college admissions, National Honor Society, or student
internship programs. As an example, The Indian
American Forum for Political Education (IAFPE) offers
Internship programs to High School Seniors and college
bound students. Interns are placed in Washington and
Concord and receive a stipend. IAFPE requires service to
Indian-American community to qualify.

IANH youth volunteers will receive instruction by
professionals in setting up and managing audio
equipment, setting up radio networks, clinical help at the
Medical camp, and event management. You will learn to
acquire useful skills while helping your community. |
encourage starting early and accumulating credits.

The following are some examples of work which will be
counted towards your credit:

0  Volunteer service at the functions like Diwali, Fund
Raiser, and Spring Festival (e.g., Ticketing, Usher,
Auditorium help, Stage Management, Audio/Radio
help, preparing flyers, and posters, Help for the
Medical Camp like preparing posters, guiding people
to appropriate clinics etc. and preparing IANH display
boards)

U Help at the lunch or dinner service (Processing raw
materials like veggies, food service, and clean-up)

U  Volunteer help at the Education Bee (Class room
help, food service, etc.)

U  Help at special events

| request you to maintain a record of the number of hours
you worked for IANH. Once you reach a milestone or
near the completion of your senior year, you may contact
Barinder Ahluwalia (publicservice@ianh.org) to obtain
your certificate. Follow the format given below to record
your hours of volunteer work.

Time Description
Item No. Date Event of work
In Out performed
Fil Fill in the o
item dat_e on Record Diwali _
No. 1 which you your Fundrais
5 e.tc ' performed | time er etc.
) the service

Puneetha Palakurthi

IANH - Public Service Committee and Saheli (Boston) are
partnering for the first time to jointly work on an initiative
focusing on provision of skill building opportunities for
women and elderly persons who want to transform their
lives. Though Saheli focuses on victims of domestic
abuse, IANH decided to offer services to a broad-based
population including women, youth and elderly persons,
who need these services.

The IANH-Saheli initiative will work under the Public
Service Committee of IANH and will be coordinated by a
team of core group members representing the IANH
membership. Though it is an initiative of IANH, it is an
inclusive effort and will not discriminate against anyone
based on race, age, gender and ethnicity. Saheli has
offered to provide its technical expertise and other
resources to IANH to build its capacity.

Sout hern
supporting this initiative by providing facilities like class
rooms and a computer laboratory to conduct free classes.
A team of experts have committed their time to offer
classes focusing on computer literacy and use of the
Internet; English communication skills; and
immigration/naturalization documentation support.

We would like to acknowledge and extend our heart-felt
thanks to SNHU®&s President
Centerds Director Ms. Kar en
members and the volunteer resource persons for their
enthusiastic support and unwavering faith in this effort. We
look forward to similar encouragement and active
participation of everyone and offer of volunteer services
from the members of the IANH.

If you would like additional information, please contact
Barinder Ahluwalia at publicservice@ianh.org or Puneetha
Palakurthi at puneethasagar@yahoo.com. If you want to
know more about the SNHU programs at Nashua or other
centers please contact Karen Goodman at
k.goodman@snhu.edu

IANH NEWS

Prithvi Appointed Interim Chair of IANH
Education Committee

Dr. Tej Dhakar, IANH Secretary

At the meeting of the IANH Executive Committee held on
Sunday September 16, 2007, the committee members
discussed appointments to fill in various open positions.
Members of the Executive committee appointed Prithvi
Kumar to be the interim chair of Education Committee.
Effective immediately, Prithvi will assume Education
committee responsibilities including the 2008 NH
Education Bee Regional Coordinator.

New Hampshir eenteriisi ver s
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Prithvi has been very intimately associated with the
Education Bee contests in New Hampshire. He was
instrumental in starting the Education Bee contests in
collaboration with North South Foundation (NSF) and has
acquired vast experience in organizing the Education Bee
contests since then. His experience will be very useful in
organizing the 2008 Education Bee contests.

Prithvi replaces Thilak Radakrishnan who resigned her
position on September 15,
Education Committee Chair will expire on 31 May 2008.
On behalf of the members of the Executive Committee |
wish to express my sincere thanks to Thilak for her
contributions to the Education Bee contests and Education
workshop organized during her teunure.

IANH NEWS

Puneetha Joins IANH Executive Committee
Dr. Tej Dhakar, Secretary

At the Executive Committee meeting held on Sunday
September 16, 2007, the committee members
unanimously nominated Puneetha Palakurthi as a
member of the Executive Committee.

Puneetha Sagar Palakurthi is Assistant Professor in the
School of Community Economic Development, Southern
New Hampshire University. She teaches graduate courses
in community development and micro enterprise/ finance
development. She has more than 16 years of experience
in teaching and working with NGOs especially in the areas
of training of trainers, research, and evaluation and impact
assessments of development projects. She has traveled
extensively to Asia and Africa to build the capacity of the
microfinance institutions to offer better services. She
edited a special issue of International Journal of Emerging
Markets and co-authored papers in HIV/AIDS and youth,
Service Learning for youth, and YES Framework for
Action to promote Youth Employment.

She is not a newcomer to IANH as she had served on the
Executive Board of IANH in 2000 -01. In her new stint in
IANH, she is looking forward to coordinating with
Education and Public Service Committees of IANH to
advocate for and support new initiatives for youth and
women.

Welcome Puneetha to the Executive Committee of the
India Association of New Hampshire. We look forward to
working with you!

FALL 2007
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Volunteers Cook and Serve Food at the
Homeless Shelters
Manchester, October 13, 2007

IANH volunteers gathered at the Manchester Homeless
Shelter on Saturday October 13, 2007 to serve dinner to

p gngre thap 10D gURSES; ¢ s t he

term as

Youth volunteers Meghna Chandra and Nikhil Polepally
showed up promptly at 3:30 PM ready to serve dinner.
Adult volunteers included Barinder Ahluwalia, Tony
Epaphras, Karthi Chandra, and Puneetha Palalurthi.

The staff and the guests present appreciated the service
by IANH members. One of the guests came and offered
flowers to all the ladies.

Nashua, Sunday September 16, 2007

India Association of New Hampshire volunteers Prithvi
Kumar, Kala Kumar, Padmaja Bala, Virinchi Bala, Vyas
Sai Bala, Mani Murugiah, Prabha and Sekhar Vajihala, Sai
and Ramya Krishnan, Chandar, Rosy, Monika, and
Tamana Gandhi, Puneetha and Sangeetha Palakurthi,
Pratheek Kalyanapu, Nikhil Polepally, Meghna Chardra,
and Lekha Nair served lunch to over seventy five guests
at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on Sunday September 16,

2007. The guests profusely thanked the volunteers
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especially the younger members Vyas Sai and Virinchi
Bala.

The group prepared Lasagna and served with garlic bread
and rice pulav. Sangetha Palakurthi sponsored the event,
and Gurnam Catering Service donated the Rice Pulav.

The guests enjoyed the home cooked food. IANH is a part
of Nashua Soup Kitchendés 6C

The Association is committed to Public Service and has
signed up with Manchester and Nashua Soup Kitchens to
provide lunch service every month for the rest of 2007 and
throughout 2008. The next lunch service (Cooking and
Serving) at Nashua Soup Kitchen is scheduled for Sunday
October 21. The next lunch service (Serving only) at
Manchester Soup Kitchen is scheduled for Saturday
November 10 from 3:45 to 6:00 PM.

We would like to express our thanks to all the volunteers
for taking their time to help us and to the sponsors for
helping us financially. The association welcomes you to
join its team of volunteers. If you would like to volunteer
for lunch service, please contact Barinder Ahluwalia at
PublicService@ianh.org.

We also welcome donations to pay for the expenses of
cooking at the Shelter. The cooking at Nashua Soup
Kitchen can run about $150 and at the Manchester Soup
Kitchen about $250. You can either sponsor the whole
dinner or part of the dinner.

FALL 2007

PAGE6
YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES

Youth Group on A Roll
Reported by Deepa Mangalat

The IANH youth group held its last meeting month on
Monday, October 8th. Pratheek Kalyanapu, the president
of the IANH Youth Group welcomed the members and
vowed to steer the group in a new direction. Some of the
members volunteered to take on responsibilities as office
bearers. Meghna Chandra is Vice-President. Sathvika
Reddy is the Secretary and the Treasurer is Rohan
Vaswani. There were several newcomers to the group.

Pratheek impressed upon those present that the need for
a youth group was to find avenues for young people of
Indian origin to get together and serve the community with
leadership and community involvement. In order for this to
happen he introduced a calendar for the year with
activities planned every month to promote self-
development and fun. This is in addition to volunteering at
the Manchester/ Nashua Soup Kitchens and IANH events

h 4k BArng festiyal, Fupddaiser Jalegt Show, apd Diwali.
Groupd activities for the year 2007-2008 are as follows:

1 Nov.10th or 11th meeting: Watch and discuss movies
that are based on books that the members have read
(i.e. Namesake). Youth members need to send their
suggestions about the book to Pratheek.

1 Dec.8th: Book Discussion. Books that are relevant to
the Indian sub-continent preferred.

1 Jan 19th: Self Development skill- public speaking --
which all agreed was a tough skill to master

1 Feb 8th: leadership session, being productive and
taking initiative. (How to be a good leader)

March 28th: Self Development skill: writing session
April 12th: Diversity Workshop

May 25th: Personality Development: ethics, values
and morals. Know how to do the right thing, and be a
better human being.

1 June: Party, Outing -- venue will be decided later.
9 July: Movie Theater -- new leaders will assume office.

For more information about the activities of the Youth
Group, pl ease Vi
http://www.ianh.org/serendipity/.

If you are 12 years or over and would like to participate in

the activities of this dynamic Group, please contact

Pratheek Kalyanapu at pratheek_kalyanapu@yahoo.com

Barinder Ahluwalia at PublicService@ianh.org or Deepa

Mangalat at dmangalat@comcast.net.

sBLOG ditdh eat
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IANH Organizes Its First-Ever Immigration
Clinic

What happens if your mother fails to pass the citizenship
interview because she does not know sufficient English?
What if visitors overstay the 1-94 expiration date? Can a
speeding ticket affect your immigration process? These
and many other questions and issues were discussed by
Ambassador George Bruno on Sunday October 7 at the
first Immigration Clinic organized by the India Association
of New Hampshire (IANH) at the Nashua Public Library.

| .

Ambassador George Bruno
(http://hometown.aol.com/gbrunol/) is an attorney and the
Managing Director and General Counsel of USA Group
International (http://www.usagroupinternational.com). He
practices immigration and business law in New
Hampshire. He served as US Ambassador to Belize from
1994 to 1997 and has traveled to over 45 countries. He is
well known in public and international affairs and the
political circles in New Hampshire. Ambassador Bruno is a
close friend of the Indian-American community and a life
member of the IANH.

The clinic on Sunday was an interactive session in which
various topics from non-immigrant visa to naturalization
were discussed. Ambassador Bruno gave an overview of
the recent changes to the Immigration Law. He pointed
out that 9-11 changed many things in regard to
immigration and naturalization. The security concerns
have become very important to the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS), which is now a part of the
newly created Department of Homeland Security.

Ambassador Bruno explained the processes associated
with important categories of hon-immigrant and immigrant
visas. He discussed the naturalization and citizenship
requirements in detail. He also discussed other issues
such FBI security check delays; mandatory green card
renewal requirement; consequences of criminal actions,
domestic violence and overstay violations; increased
employer responsibilities; inviting friends and family to visit
the US; and Western hemisphere travel initiative (WHTI).
He used examples to highlight the interpretation of
complex immigration laws.
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Ambassador Bruno pointed out a number of interesting
facts, some of which are not well-known. A US citizen can
walk into to a US embassy or consulate abroad without
prior appointment to discuss any issues. Of the 65,000 H-
1B visas that are allowed each year, 15,000 are reserved
for the nationals of Chile and Singapore. It takes less time
to bring in your fiancé from abroad than to bring your
spouse. It is a good idea to register your dates of stay with
the US embassy in the country you are visiting.

Ambassador Bruno provided a listing of useful resources
(of ficial and wunofficial)
www.cia.gov has a Word Fact Book, which is like an
encyclopedia and can be downloaded for free. One can
visit the site www.state.gov with links to every US
embassy and consulate to see the latest policies, hours,
etc. at any US embassy or consulate abroad. He also
provided the audience with handouts describing the visa
availability status for various categories.

IANH President Prithvi Kumar opened the meeting with
welcome remarks and Secretary Dr. Tej Dhakar
introduced Ambassador Bruno. The talk concluded with
Q&A session when Ambassador Bruno provided answers
to specific questions submitted through Email as well as
questions from the floor. IANH Executive Member Tony
Epaphras thanked Ambassador Bruno for a very useful
session. Ambassador Bruimods
beingpubl i shed in 6Samaj
Newsletter, starting from the current Fall 2007 edition. For
more information on the event, please visit the IANH

website www.ianh.org.

RECENT EVENT

NH Participants Perform Well at 2007 NSF
Education Bee Finals

Rama Sriram

On August 25 and 26 the North South Foundation (NSF)
held its fifteenth Education Bee final at the Ohio State
University (OSU) Columbus campus. These contests
offered an opportunity for the Indian-American children of
different age groups to sharpen their academic skills
through participation in a competitive environment.

Participants from different regions of the USA and Canada
were selected on the basis of their cut-off scores in the
regional contests which were held between March and
May. Over 7,500 participated in the regional contests this
year. Twenty six contestants from NH region were invited
to take part in the finals.

Contests were held in junior and senior spelling bees,
vocabulary bees, three levels of math, two levels of essay
writing, and geography, public speaking and brain bees.
Spellers in both junior spelling bee and the senior groups
were awesome.

While everyone from New Hampshire who participated in
the finals performed very well, Anupa Murali, Lasya
Thilagar, Nisha Devasia, Samita Mohanasundaram,
Anjithaa Radakrishnan, and Shyam Vasudevan excelled

Patrabéb,


http://hometown.aol.com/gbruno1/
http://www.usagroupinternational.com/
http://www.cia.gov/
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.ianh.org/
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by securing ranks in various competitions. A
comprehensive list of finalists is published on the NSF
web site (www.northsouth.org).

Avvinash Radhakrishnan, a contestant from Nashua, NH
mentioned that anxiety made him lose his way to the
championship. But he was very happy for his sister Anjitha
Radhakrishnan who secured the fourth place in the Senior
Spelling bee. Anjitha Radhakrishnan, who had also
participated in the Scripps Spelling bee earlier this year
said, "We quiz each other in the family and it's kind of fun.

"l have to really work hard on the homonyms", said
Madhumitha Sriram, a junior spelling bee contestant from
Dover, and "l want to participate in more bees", she
added. "Actually | knew all the words in the final round"”,
said Vaibhav Shrishail, a senior spelling bee finalist,"And
it's bad luck that | couldn't get into the final phase of the
SSB," he added.

"My sister [younger] has a better memory than me, but
she cannot win contests," said Nisha Devasia, who won
the third place in Math bee level one. She also
participated in junior vocabulary, geography and spelling
bees. Anupa Murali of Concord won the 1st place in Math
bee level 3 held on Sunday, August 26th. Going on to the
9th grade, Anupa has participated in many nationwide
contests like the Math Counts and AMC.

Lasya Thilagar of Hollis, who won the eighth place in Math
bee level three said, "Math is nothing but logic and its only
practice which makes you get better with facts." Zarough
Jaleel from Lexington MA and Shyam Vasudevan from
Nashua won the third and seventh place in the senior
geography bee respectively.

The first three winners from all the contests will receive
scholarships from the NSF of $1000, $500, and $250
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respectively, redeemable in the freshmen year of their
college. Various enrichment programs were provided for
the kids as well as the parents during the two-day event at
the Ohio State University, Columbus, like the open forum
to discuss Internet as medium to Math teaching and
learning, DVD presentations of the movie Akheela and the
Bee, about Sir C.V. Raman and Yoga and meditation by
Shivani Kadakia. Indian vegetarian food, Pizza and
vegetarian subs were provided for the participants and the
families. The organization also provided T-shirts for the
participants with the NSF logo and a bee book.

Chancellor Eric D.Fingerhut, who was the guest of honor
for the event, highlighted the importance of education by
saying "Every single path to success in this world leads

through education", for the young minds to carry it home.

Mr. Chandra Shekhar Rayala, one of the technical
coordinators of the NSF finals team, attributed the
success of the organization to the commitment of the
volunteers. "Most of us had only 2-4 hours of sleep for the
past 5 days", he said.

"The purpose of the North South Foundation's educational
contests is to create more opportunities for educational
prospects not only to help the Indian children in USA but
also to help the needy students in India,” said
Dr.Hanumantha Rao Unnava, a coordinator of the NSF
finals team.

As a parent, myself, | was so delighted to be amidst so
many inspiring well-rounded individuals demonstrating
their skills. Congratulations to all the winners, participants,
parents and the NSF team!

RECENT EVENT

IANH Members Enjoy A Summer Day in
Kingston State Park

Umang Kumar

The India Association of New Hampshire organized its
annual picnic on Saturday August 18 at the Kingston State
Park, Kingston, NH. Association members from different
parts of the state, including the seacoast areas, attended
the event. Each family brought in a food item towards the
picnic lunch. The picnickers busied themselves with a
variety of games and entertainment, like cricket and
badminton and enjoyed a wonderful lunch.

Ty e o o e

The event also doubled as a general body meeting. Tej
Dhakar, secretary of the association, provided the


http://www.northsouth.org/

SAMAJ PATRA

welcome address. Prithvi Kumar, president of the
association dwelt on the general scope of the

associ at i o nAinbassadortGeorge Brune,s life
member of the association was the keynote speaker, who
addressed the audi esdudngtben |
last six decades after independence.

Ambassador Bruno cited some examples of the progress
made by India when it became a free nation from the

British colonyemer gi ng t o be one of
leaders in economic and political power. He attributed
I ndi ads success |l argely to

abroad in providing the necessary financial resources and
intellectual help.

Ambassador Bruno continued his praise for the
associationbés growth andkandt
leadership of the members involved. He referred to the
service to the community through programs in public
service, education, and cultural activities. He mentioned
that IANH demonstrated leadership and set standards for
other non-profit organizations in the region who emulated
these principles.

Ambassador Bruno also requested everyone to participate
in the upcoming immigration clinic and send questions on
immigration matters to be published in the newsletter.
Bruno concluded his speech by requesting everyone to
get involved in the New Hampshire state Presidential
Primary Elections scheduled for January 8.

Barinder Ahluwalia, Usha Dwaraknath, Prasad
Kalyanapuu, and Pratheek Kalyanapu, association
committee members, briefed the audience about the
progress in their respective committees. Ms. Ahluwalia
mentioned about the lunch and dinner service activities at
Nashua and Manchester soup kitchens in the past year,
progress made in youth group activities and the close
association with the Massachusetts-based non-profit
Saheli on family issues.

Ms. Dwarkanath praised the parents for promoting the
Indian fine arts through participation in the various cultural
events. She appealed to everyone to be proud of their
cultural identity and exhibit their skills. She mentioned
briefly about the preparations for the upcoming Diwali
festival.

Prasad gave an account of the state of the association
funds and fiscal standing and thanked everyone for their
patronage. He also mentioned about the frugal fiscal
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management which has enabled the association to build a
healthy cash reserve.

Pratheek briefed the audience on the progress made in
youth group activities. He mentioned about the
involvement of association youth group members in
providing help at the soup kitchen, education bee, and
cultural functions. Pratheek concluded his report by
mentioning the fun activities at the bowling alley and send-

t offf party@Asishchddaavesapu, former goath group
coordinator.
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